ASTORIA DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
City Council Chambers
February 4, 2016

ADC JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

A special meeting of the Astoria Development Commission was held at the above place at the hour of 12:00 pm.
Commissioners Present: Price, Herzig, Warr, Nemlowill, Mayor LaMear
Commissioners Excused: None
Staff Present: City Manager Estes, Police Chief Johnston, Community Development Director Cronin, Parks and
Recreation Director Cosby, Finance Director Brooks, Fire Chief Ames, Library Director Tucker, Public Works
Director Cook, and City Attorney Henningsgaard. The meeting is recorded and will be transcribed by ABC
Transcription Services, Inc.
HERITAGE SQUARE – EPA GRANT CLEANUP FUNDING ALLOCATION:
City Engineer Harrington explained that the original plan was to remove a stockpile of material to make room for
the equipment that would remove the hazardous material. There was also material underneath the elevated
parking structure that needed to be removed. After removing the material on top, a crack was discovered in the
parking structure. A structural engineer recommended shoring to brace the structure before the excavator went
back on top. Unfortunately, the bracing needed to be installed directly over the hazardous material. Plans needed
to be changed and the hazardous material is currently being removed. A dry vacuum is moving the material into
containers that will be trucked to Arlington. The work appears to be going slower than anticipated, but the City is
paying by the ton, not the hour. All of the material should be removed by next week. He has requested an
updated schedule that will be forwarded to City Manager Estes. Once the hazardous material is removed, it will
take about one day to install the shoring and then the rest of the material can be removed and taken to the
quarry site. Once Anderson Environmental has removed the hazardous material, AMEC will do the final testing to
confirm all of the material was removed. This will help define the terms of the No Further Action (NFA) letter.
City Manager Estes confirmed for Commissioner Herzig that in order to continue the work currently being done,
the Commission needed to approve an additional funding allocation for the project. Then, City Council would
need to approve a contract amendment with AMEC to spend the funds on the AMEC contract. City Engineer
Harrington added that the agenda packet included a list of items that added up to the $46,000 funding allocation.
City Manager Estes noted some of the additional items that triggered the change order and funding allocation
included the location of the buried car parts. Staff had to coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Office
th
(SHPO) and hoped to receive approval to move forward on Friday, February 5 . This delay has caused
additional archeological work and delay fees.
City Engineer Harrington said he did not anticipate any archeological significance would be discovered because
the car parts were all wrecked pieces, not whole automobiles. However, SHPO has requested that the work
include a search for serial numbers and other details.
Commissioner Nemlowill noted that the archeological consulting fees were about $25,000, but the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) fees were $15,000. She asked if the DEQ fees were added because of the
archeological work. City Engineer Harrington replied most of the DEQ fees were incurred when the consultant
had to prepare an amended work plan, but some of the fees were for the archeological work. The amended work
plan defined how procedures would be changed. DEQ must submit the work plan to the EPA, who requests edits
from DEQ before approving the plan. The City only pays DEQ out of the grant funds for this work.
Commissioner Nemlowill believed the breakdown of expenses made it difficult to understand why the City was
being asked to spend an additional $47,000 on a site. She asked if Staff was concerned that a large portion of
the expenses were due to the structural integrity of the parking deck. City Engineer Harrington explained that an
excavator is very heavy and the movement of the excavator was the concern. A lot of the structural work is
precautionary. The cracking appears to be in the upper surface on the edge of the parking area, not where cars
park or drive. However, the City does not want the crack to get worse.
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